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Overview

Asheville is a city in western 
North Carolina’s Blue Ridge 
Mountains.  It’s known for a 
vibrant arts scene and his-
toric architecture, including 
the dome-topped Basilica 
of Saint Lawrence.  The vast 
19th-century Biltmore estate 
displays artwork by masters 
like Renoir.  The Downtown 
Art District is filled with gal-
leries and museums, and in 
the nearby River Arts Dis-
trict, former factory buildings 
house artists’ studios.

Participants will stay on the 
Biltmore estate in the brand 
new Village Hotel.  Nestled 
in Antler Hill Village just 
steps from the Winery, Village Hotel occupies a central-to-everything location near quilt-like farm fields that 
stretch along the banks of the French Broad River.  The hotel is close to shopping, dining, exhibits, and an 
exciting range of outdoor activities.

Itinerary

Friday, July 21, 2017 (optional night)

Travel Day; Optional hotel night at additional cost ($270 per night).

Saturday, July 22, 2017

Morning – Travel Day.  Afternoon at leisure; optional outdoor activities at Biltmore estate for those ar-
riving early.  Welcome reception and dinner at the Inn on Biltmore Estate.

The Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC

https://www.exploreasheville.com/
http://www.biltmore.com/stay/hotel/about-village-hotel-on-biltmore-estate
http://www.biltmore.com/visit/things-to-do/outdoor-activities
http://www.biltmore.com/visit/things-to-do/dining/the-dining-room


Sunday, July 23, 2017 

Full day at The Biltmore Estate, including tour of the Biltmore House, a private group lunch, and tour 
of the Gardens.

The Biltmore House, also known as America’s 
Largest Home, is a 250-room French Renais-
sance chateau built by the Vanderbilt Family 
in the late 1800s.  Get a close look at original 
art by Pierre-Auguste Renoir and John Singer 
Sargent.  Marvel at magnificent 16th century 
tapestries, a Library with 10,000 volumes, a 
Banquet Hall with a 70-foot ceiling, 65 fire-
places, an indoor pool, and a bowling alley.  
Almost all of the priceless objects that you will 
see throughout the house are from George and 
Edith Vanderbilt’s original collection.

The Gardens at Biltmore Estate were de-
signed by America’s foremost landscape ar-
chitect, Frederick Law Olmsted.  From the 
beauty of the Italian Garden to the breathtak-
ing trees in America’s first managed forest, Biltmore’s lush landscape is a living tribute to Olmsted’s 
genius. Our horticultural experts continually work to preserve the original vision for the gardens and 
grounds, including our Rose Garden that features more than 250 varieties.

Monday, July 24, 2017

Bus trip to Cashiers, NC to visit Wade 
Hampton Golf Club and Highlands Country 
Club.  Optional accompanying person’s 
tour – shopping and lunch in Biltmore 
Village.
Cashiers is a 1.5 hour drive from Asheville 
and is located in the heart of the Nantahala 
National Forest. This is the only temper-
ate rainforest on the east coast of North 
America, averaging over 100 inches of 
rain per year, which presents some unique 
challenges for golf course managers.

Wade Hampton Golf Club is often re-
ferred to as “Tom Fazio’s Masterpiece.” 
The course was named as the “Best New 
Private Course for 1987” by Golf Digest 
magazine, and is one of only three courses 

built in the last fifty years to be currently ranked in their top 20 courses in the United States.  When we 
visit they will be in the early stages of a major reconstruction project.  We will discuss their extensive 
tree inventory and management program, management of their naturalized fescue areas, and tour their 
new irrigation water treatment facility featuring acid injection and reverse osmosis.

The Gardens at Biltmore, Asheville, NC

Wade Hampton Golf Club, Cashiers, NC

http://www.biltmore.com/
http://www.biltmore.com/visit/biltmore-house-gardens/biltmore-house
http://www.biltmore.com/visit/biltmore-house-gardens/gardens-grounds
http://www.wadehamptongc.com/


Highlands Country Club, founded in 1928, is the premier, family-oriented private club in the North 
Carolina mountains. It is steeped in rich history and tradition, starting with its Donald Ross designed golf 
course.  The club’s founders, including the Colonel Robert P. Jones (Bobby Jones’ father), had engaged 
the well-known Scottish architect to carve a golf course out of the beautiful Appalachian Mountains.  We 
will discuss management of their creeping bentgrass greens with significant nematode, Pythium root 
rot, and Poa annua pressure, as well as creeping bentgrass fairways and Kentucky bluegrass roughs, 
and creeping bentgrass croquet courts. 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017

Morning tour of Biltmore Forest Country Club, 
Asheville NC, return by lunch, afternoon at 
leisure.  Evening Pub Crawl in Downtown 
Asheville.

Biltmore Forest Country Club has played a 
significant role in the distinguished social his-
tory of Asheville and the Carolinas.  Mrs. Edith 
Vanderbilt was instrumental in acquiring the 
land for the town of Biltmore Forest from the 
Biltmore Estate in 1920.  Included was a site 
for a country club, and construction began the 
following year.  The club has undergone many 
changes and renovations over the years with 
the most recent being a 6.4 million dollar res-
toration of the golf course, including new ‘A-1’ 
creeping bentgrass greens and ‘Zeon’ zoysiagrass tees and fairways, all established by sod, and an 1.8 
million dollar restoration of the clubhouse. 

On our evening Pub Crawl, we will have the opportunity to sample the dizzying array of beer that 
Asheville offers.  From hoppy IPAs to dark stouts, the city’s breweries keep beer flowing like mountain 
water.  Boasting more breweries per capita than any U.S. city, roughly 100 local beers can be enjoyed 
in Asheville.  Asheville was first named Beer City USA in 2009 and has swept the competition almost 
every year since 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Departure day.

For additional information contact Lane Tredway at lane.tredway@syngenta.com.

Biltmore Forest Country Club, Asheville, NC

http://www.highlandscountryclub.com/
http://www.biltmoreforestcc.com/default.aspx?p=DynamicModule&PageId=1&ssid=100001&vnf=1
http://ashevillealetrail.com/
mailto:lane.tredway%40syngenta.com?subject=ITRC%202017%20Post-conference%20tour

